
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, November 5, 2014 

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Bryan Meccariello 
and Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks 
Michael Manware. 
Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Michael DeFeo. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Meccariello, to accept the Minutes of 
the Special Meeting of October 1, 2014 and the Regular Meeting of October 1, 2014 as submitted.  
Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  
None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay said winter youth league programs would be starting up the first week of December.  
Registration is filling up quickly.  Some are already full.  Wrestling start was delayed due to transformer 
work at the school as part of an energy efficiency upgrade.  It will begin in December.  Softball should be 
wrapped up hopefully before Thanksgiving.  Adult basketball league registration is going on.  There will 
be open gym on Mondays in December at DePaolo.  Fitness type programs are finishing up and will start 
up again after the holidays.  Hoop It Up program picked up; 18 boys and 8 girls are signed up.  The 
October middle school dance had 97 kids, not as many as we hoped for.  We changed the name to Friday 
Fun Zone and had half the gym for basketball.  We will have them every other month and see how it goes. 
 
Bus trips have been selected for 2015; schedule of trips was handed out to commissioners.  There are 
some new trips and we can always add more.  There is no penalty if we don’t get enough people.  Bow 
hunting is underway at Crescent Lake through the end of December.  Two deer have been taken out so 
far. 
 
Mr. Lapreay and Mr. Manware went to look at the skate park equipment at the YMCA.  We are now 
looking for a good space to store the equipment.  The Y is anxious for us to take it.   
 
The turf field had great usage from the youth leagues through the fall.  Scheduling between Mr. Lapreay 
and Mr. Swallow worked well.  Lacrosse, football and soccer all went well.  There was some discussion 
about contributions toward field maintenance.  Mr. Lapreay said the leagues do contribute and the Board 
of Education made a contribution of $25,000.  Also $1 per ticket sold per SHS event.  The money will sit 
in an account until needed for maintenance or replacement of the field. 
 
Holiday events coming up:  Santa in the Park on November 30 from 2-4 pm, the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving.  Light up the Green contest is happening again this year.  People can register their children 
for a chance to turn on the lights.  That is on Friday, December 5.  The Southington Festival Chorale has 
always received a small subsidy from the town.  They would like to charge $5 to offset expenses (it has 
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always been free and for those who wished to make a donation).  They asked if they would lose the town 
subsidy if they charged.  Our subsidy doesn’t cover their expenses for the director, etc.  Commissioners 
had no problem with the charge; there would be no issue.   
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that there were two broken window complaints from the trail in the same area near 
East Summer Street.  Upon inspection, it was found that the mowers were probably kicking up stones.  
The area was graded and seeded; Mr. Manware hopes that takes care of the issue.  They also took care of 
the swale for neighbors on Rejean Road.  It needs to be cleaned up every year around September or 
October.  Benches are being replaced in Plantsville by Zingarella's. Two benches were hit in a motor 
vehicle accident.  We did receive restitution for it.  In response to a question, six benches were stolen and 
two have been recovered.  Mr. Manware said we are now cementing them to prevent future theft. 
 
There were a couple of minor complaints for Rec basketball; they were addressed.  One was the age of the 
court; it eroded over time.  Rec tennis courts repair has been rescheduled to April.  The contractor had 
trouble with his schedule and we agreed to hold off in order to get a good job.  The courts were closed for 
about ten days but now the nets are back.  JFK did some cross country meets at Panthorn; that worked out 
well.  The trailers are now stored back in the garage for the winter.  Winterization of the irrigation will be 
starting November 17.  Town Green renovations were completed last week; it is in pretty good shape.   
 
Turf grooming was done in September and again in October.  There is a lot of use so it was needed.  Mr. 
Manware said the CT Forest & Park group and park people are working on trail blazing at Crescent Lake.  
We will end up changing the map but that won’t be done until the trail blazing is complete.  We want to 
make it simple for people to follow.  A couple of months ago we heard about tree cutting going on.  Turns 
out it was the New Britain Water Department cutting on their property, not ours.   
 
Mr. Manware said he has been hashing out ideas for a new snow blower and mower.  We will be getting 
the one Mr. Manware believes is best for the job.   
 
Commissioner Kanute spoke about the flag football program.  He said they will still need the building at 
Memorial for storage and a concession stand. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  
Seconded by Commissioner Meccariello and carried unanimously.   
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  Memorial Park.  Commissioner Kanute mentioned that one field is just clover 
and it does not stay in place.  It is also bad near the concession stand that gets a lot of use.  Mr. Manware 
said it had been seeded.  He could do a treatment but then you would have to stay off for about three days. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Designation of “Tobacco Free” Public Areas in Parks.  Commissioner Meccariello said we should  

offer a couple of different options.  One could be 100% tobacco free.  Another option could be 
designating smoking areas in the parks, such as a parking lot.  Wallingford does this and hasn’t had 
any issues.  A third option would be to post signs and have people respect it.  Discussion followed.  
No one really felt that a 100% ban would be practical.  Enforcement would be an issue.  Designating 
smoking areas may also give the wrong impression that we are encouraging smoking.  Suggestion 
was made to post signs that nicely state that we appreciate people not smoking, especially in the areas 
of fields and stands.  We would want to discourage people from smoking in front of children.  The 
leagues and parents would have to be educated on the policy and enforce it.  Mr. Lapreay said he will 
come up with some draft sign wording and bring it to the next meeting. 
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Question arose whether an ordinance is needed or wanted.  It was determined that if we just go with 
signage, we could just keep the Town Council informed.  We may be able to get some free signs from the 
state.  A recommendation will be made at the next meeting. 
 
2. Promotion of Southington Parks and Open Space.  Commissioner Meccariello would like to propose 

a contest for the youth in town to come up with some kind of logo that can be used on the signs and 
on posters, etc.  Perhaps the art departments in the schools could be contacted.  The kids could submit 
their designs and present them to the board.  Mr. Lapreay will contact the schools and report back. 

 
3. Chapter 312 of the Town Charter.  Commissioner Meccariello would like to clean up the language in 

the charter that reference this board - to catch up with the times.  The charter was reviewed a couple 
of years ago and a few changes were made at that time.  There is a procedure to follow. 

 
4.   Football Leagues.  Commissioner Kanute gave an update on his meetings with the two leagues.  They 

discussed organization and broke down numbers.  The proposal was for both leagues to take it back to 
their board of directors at their December meetings.  The agreement would include combining into 
one league with one group of leaders.  They would work on where we are now and what would 
happen if the numbers changed.  Everyone is working together on this.  The commitment is to have a 
travel program and a rec program. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. 2015 Meeting Schedule.  The proposed schedule was in the packet.  Motion to approve made by 
Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Kanute.  Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Romano thanked Mr. Manware and his crew for taking care of the vandalism at the 
Memorial Park fields last month.  The league was very appreciative of the quick work.  The league 
president wrote a nice letter in the paper. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session to discuss sport league subsidies, 
excluding the public but including the board, the Recreation Director and the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Meccariello and carried unanimously.  The regular meeting 
adjourned at 7:20p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 
 
Attachment: 2015 Meeting Schedule 
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PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

 
Minutes of Executive Session 

November 5, 2014 
 

Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Bryan Meccariello 
and Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks 
Michael Manware. 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:25 p.m. 
 
Discussion took place regarding the sport league subsidies.  No motions were made or action taken. 
 
Executive Session was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
      David Lapreay 
      Acting Secretary 
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Town of Southington
“City of Progress” 

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
P.O. BOX 571, SOUTHINGTON, CONNECTICUT  06489 

PHONE: (860) 276-6219       FAX: (860) 276-6204 

BOARD OF PARKS COMMISSIONERS 
2015 Approved Meeting Schedule 

 
 
November 7, 2014 
 
The Southington Board of Parks Commissioners will meet in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 75 Main 
Street, at 6:30 PM on the first Wednesday of each month (unless otherwise noted) with the exception of 
June, August & September, when meetings will take place on the first Thursday of the month due to the 
“Music on the Green” concert series.  The Board does not meet in the month of July.   
 
Meeting dates for the year 2015 are as follows: 
 

Wednesday, January 7 

Wednesday, February 4 

Wednesday, March 4 

Wednesday, April 1 

Wednesday, May 6 

Thursday, June 4 

No Meeting in July 

Thursday, August 6 

Thursday, September 3 

Wednesday, October 7 

Wednesday, November 4 

Wednesday, December 2 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
David A. Lapreay 
Director of Recreation 
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